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Guardians Percussion Auditionees,

Welcome, and congratulations on taking an important step in your percussion journey. Auditioning
for a drum corps is a big decision, and we want you to know that our commitment is for this process
to be a positive, challenging, and educational experience. Regardless of the outcome, our goal is that
you leave this audition better informed, more confident, and more prepared for your next step as a
performer.

The Guardians percussion audition process is designed to be thorough, fair, and educational. During
the audition weekend, we evaluate each performer’s fundamental playing skills, musicianship, and
ability to learn in a rehearsal environment. Rather than emphasizing memorization of long or
complex etudes, we focus on clear, fundamental exercises that allow us to see how you read music,
adapt to instruction, balance within an ensemble, and produce a consistent, characteristic sound.

This packet contains the primary material used during the ensemble portion of the audition, as well
as exercises that will form the foundation of our approach to skill development throughout the
season. The battery section will have cymbals, but material for cymbals is not in this packet.

The audition will be in 2 settings: individual and group.

Individual Audition

Your one-on-one audition will be with a staff member that specializes in your instrument. You will be
asked to play exercises and a short prepared solo. To be very clear: play whatever you feel confident
playing. We do not expect you to play the exercises from this packet if you have other exercises that

you are most comfortable with. We want to hear you at your best.

Battery
You will be asked to play some form of:

8s

Double beat

Triple strokes

Bucs

Duple rolls

Triplet rolls

Flams and flam taps

1-2 minute prepared solo - this can be a solo excerpt, show music excerpt, short etude, efc.



Front Ensemble

You will be asked to play basic exercises covering scales, arpeggios, double verticals, single
alternating strokes, double laterals, triple laterals, single independent strokes, and one handed
octaves. These exercises do not have to come from this packet. We encourage you to play exercises
that you are familiar and comfortable with as that will provide us with a clearer picture of where your
fundamental skills are.

We also ask that all potential members prepare a 2-3 minute solo or excerpt of a solo on the
instrument of their choice.

Group Audition

The group audition will begin in subsectionals with an instructor that specializes in your instrument.
You will play fundamental exercises in a group setting as well as sight-reading music. The majority of
the exercises for this setting will come from this packet, but variations and other exercises may be
implemented by your instructor as they see fit.

We hope to see you play confidently within an ensemble setting on fundamental exercises as well as
evaluate how you handle new challenges.

While this is the “group” setting of the audition, you will be asked to play on your own in front of your
peers at times.

There will likely be sight-reading involved in the group audition as well.

At the conclusion of the audition weekend, the staff will meet to determine results. Each participant
will be informed whether they have been offered a contract, a calloack, or neither.

No matter the outcome, we sincerely thank you for trusting us with this step in your percussion
journey and for considering the Guardians as a potential home for your summer. If things do not go
your way this time, please know that one audition does not define your ability or your future. Our staff
is always happy to offer guidance, feedback, and recommendations for other ensembles that may be
a strong fit for you, and we strongly encourage you to continue pursuing opportunities to grow.

You are always welcome to return and audition again in the future, and we would be excited to see

how you continue to develop.



One Handers
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Bucs w/ Fill-Ins
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16th - 1 Note
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16th Accent Grid

> 3 > 3 =3 =3 3 > 3 > > 3 > 3 > >3 3 > 3 > > 3 =3 3 >
RLRLRLRLRLRLRLRLTR RTL RLRLRLRLRLRLRLRLTR RL R LRLRLTRTLTR R
> 3 =3 3 > > 3 =3 3 > > 3 =3 3 >
L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L
Old School
> 3 > 3 > 3 > 3 3 > 3 > 3 > 3 > > 3 > 3 > 3 > 3 3 > 3 > 3 > 3 >

W) oosovovosovodlvosovsovroveselodovososoroc]ocsocsvasoss

RLRLRLRLRLRL RLRLRLRLRLRL RLRLRLRLRLRL RLRLRLRLRLRL

> 3 > 3 3 > 3> > 3 > 3 3 > 3> > 3 3 > 3>> 3 > 3 3 > 3>> 3

W SN T T R T T TR T T TR A T Ty

RLRLRLRLRLTR RL RLRLRLRLRLRL RLRLRLRLRLRL RLRLRLRLRLRTL




Jedi
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Timing Variations

- Standard

- Off the Left

- Backwards - reverse the order of the patterns; ex. play measure 4, then measure 3, etc.

- Backwards, Off the Left

- Reversed - play the timing pattern then the check; ex. play beat 3, then beat 4, then beat 1, then 2, etc.
- Reversed, Off the Left

- Reversed, Backwards - reverse the order of the patters, and also switch the timing patterns and checks
- Reversed, Backwards, Off the Left

- Play at different dynamics

- Add an accent

- Add a diddle

- etc.



Jeepers Creepers




Triplet Diddle
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Paradiddles

Paradiddlediddle Breakdown
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Flamtap Breakdown

Accents/Flams
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Swiss Accent
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Quad Arounds

Guardians Audition Packet

Double Triangles

Triangles
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Bucs

Also use for triple stroke

>">ﬂ>’¥>’¥

>

>

Around
>

i i B B

Triangles

i
e

>

S [

>

alj-

iy

>

i

h

>
|
[

[w

>
— ]

r

>
[

Iw

i

r

EH_-

Three

—
E=Ea

> o
™

h

>
|
[

i

>

.

>

> >
—
| |

> >
—‘F
S —

r

>
[

>
—
—

7

r

EH_-

11



Quad Arounds

Jungle Patterns
Used for all accent tap exercises
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Bass Splits

Guardians Audition Packet

2s Builder

3s Builder
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Bass Splits

A/B Split
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Bass Splits

Accent Tap Split 2

Parrot
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Guardians Front Ens. Packet 2026

Compiled by: Garrett Tucker
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My Favorite
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Green Exercises
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Chromatic Exercises

Chromatic Out and Back
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Arpeggio Exercises

Two Mallet Arp (Inversions)
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4 Mallet Exercises

Fourths (Suspension Chords)
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4 Mallet Exercises Cont.

London Bridge
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4 Mallet Variations

(Apply these to the 4 mallet exercises in this packet)
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Independent Verticals (Left Side)

Independent Verticlas (Right Side)
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